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Malaysia (2001).

This pilot project
was basically

B successful in
behaviour change Iin
dengue control.




intervention in
dengue control is
proven to be
effective i.e. shori-
term success but
the sustainability of
COMBI in long-
I ferm remains an
issue
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Challenges in
sustaining COMBI and
the solution to

overcome these
challenges.




Study Sites &
Samples
Recruitment

Instruments &
Analysis




Five integrated
actions in COMBI
which comprises of
advocacy, social
mobilization, publicity,
interpersonal
communication and
point-of service
promotion
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1. maintenance of
health benefits from
the initial project

2. continued delivery
of community activities
3.long term capacity
building in the
community
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IDIs - coordinators
& chairmen

FGDs- members
" (commiitees and
promoters)

FFls -community - e
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STUDY sites

Tmn Malihah I
Johore Pasir Gudang
- Kg. Melayu Mdgjidee

Kg.Kandis Bachok
w Kg.Baru Nelayan
Tumpat
N
Penang Kg. Binjai
- Kg. Baru Sg. Ara

~=ilelleler - Tmn Setia Klang
Sg.Ramal Dalam

Tmn Tunku Jaafar
“{=ipplellelsr - Tmn Enstek




14 COMBI
chairmen

)
b

{ N=489 FFls

13 sessions of FGDs




package, NVivo
version 8.0.

L 4 B Set of questionnaire
’ [ — FFls responses
were analyzed

B using SPSS version
19.0.




knowledge on
dengue and
skills on

source
reduction
activities




Incidences were
decreased after
implementing
COMBI and much
easier task to
control dengue
outbreak in the

I localities

J
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Some are

conscious about
‘ eliminating Aedes
sites but the

majority is not.




They had transferred
the responsibility to the
health sector, local
council and COMBI
I members while a small
minority of the
communities taking
responsibilities of their |
——

own health. ~.
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Smaller scale
publicity was still
carried out in active

localities after the
discontinuation of
financial support from
health department.



Printed materials
(banner) which is
more visible were
able to assist
members in carrying
out COMBI activities
as the community
was informed in
advanced




refreshments.

In few localities,
I involvement from
4 8 political assembly man
‘ ' was also able to attract =
the community.
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Thus, the community is
no longer concerned

about dengue and this
| might affect source
reduction activities.




community.

Inactive localities -
source reduction

activities are rarely
‘ conducted due to the

lack of participation.



of hea
departiment and
local authorities

or " Therefore, certain
areaqs are

heglected such as B

I

no man’s land and E.
public areas




local council

COMBI members and
" chairmen felt that the =
monitoring activities
should be the
responsibilities of the 7\4
coordinator

-



| Active localities - one
PHA to one locality

4 8 was assigned to
‘ ' monitor closely the
COMBI activities by

the community.
1 PHA 1 COMBI




communities.

Continuous
involvement of

| coordinator is
important in getting
the support from the
communities




Obstacles that refrain
| COMBI chairmen from

being active -
migration, holding
various porifolios,
opposing political
views and feeling
unappreciated.
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b

coordinatrors, whic
could be associated
with active and
inactive localities and
the sustainability of
COMBI in those
localities.
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Hindrance to the
sustainability of
COMBI - Changes in
administration which
referring to health
departiment and
political structure in
the community




Applied strategic
comm & beh. change
| approach

Inactive localities -
d Bl they were very much .
" dependent on the MoH =
instructions for actions
which reflected lack of | -
empowerment. ~-




their bonding with
COMBI members
and felt obliged to
participate. The
communities were
cooperative and
had showed interest
in source reduction - =

N



to accept change
and have no interest
in the subject




Informants viewed

dengue as a
disease of interest
but only when there
were cases in the
community




However, commitment
from corporate

agencies were lacking
and need to be

explored.




should be conducted
from time to time
because of the

turnover among the
| coordinators,
chairmen and
members.




several or many offer
better prospects for

long-term success
(Elder J. 2005).

| Apprentices among

members should be
appointed in order to

sustain the continvuity
of COMBI




and should be led by
community leaders with
good communication
skills. It is conceivable

| that the regular
repetition of COMBI
message and publicity
is necessary to ‘keep
the flame alive’ in the
community_(Rozhan 2006).




agreed upon by both
parties. Continuous
monitoring is
extremely important to

achieve sustainability.




the community, health
staff especially Vector
Control Unit and
Health Education Unit
who involved directly
in COMBI, others
government agencies
and corporate bodies.




Committed and

dedicated leaders,
updated knowledge
and skills, continuous

'- > publicity on COMBI s
B < and designated

budget are important
to sustain COMBI.

~




and others to join
COMBI.

I Priority services in

4 8l medical, icon or
" spokesperson for
COMBI, study visits,
top ratings for

outstanding COMBI
members.




b

agencies.

Strengthen
COMMUNITY skills




social mobilization.

Strengthen STAFF skills




before activities have
reached full fruition

3. Programs that were
abruptly or
inappropriately
terminated




